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BUYER'S GUIDE

TRIUMPH
ROADSTER

The first of a brilliant post-war
sporting line, the Roadster is a
fascinating blend of old and new,
says Malcolm McKay
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Luxuriously appointed
cabin should be really
comfy; check it's all there
because a retrim is pricey

On the road

Based on Standard’s pre-war 12/14hp sidevalve
engine, the 1800 motor was bored toits limits
and converted to overhead valves, leading to a
tendency to blow head gaskets — inspect for tell-
Lales of oil and water mixing or signs of water
being pushed out of the overflow under load. An
additional overllow/expansion bottle is not a badl
sigm, buta useful addition. Otherwise, theunitis
sturdy and necds only the normal assessments for
wear, such as excessive oil breathing and knocks.
Lt is costly to rebuild, though most irems are

available. The Standard Vanguard *four’ 1s better

supported parts-wise and easily uprated. If that
has been done, hopefully a higher axle ratio,
overdrive or four-specd "box have been fitred,
too. Oil leaks from the engine, "box and diff are
not unusual — check thev're not excessive: water
in oil om 2000s may be failing wet-liner seals.

Unusually for a car of this cra, the Bugatti-
designed brakes should be powerful - the unique
master cylinder giving 25:1 mechanical advan-
rage  but precise set-up is essential, At most,
halfan inch of pedal movementisideal. Look for
luid leaking into the foorwell where the pedal
pushrod enters the master eylinder.,

As vouwould expect, there are lots of points to
oil or grease every 1000 miles: enquire if this has
been kept up. TEnot, deterioration in components
can be rapid. Steering boxes rarcly wear, as long
as they're full of 0il: some play is acceprable, but
excessive waywardness needs investigation,

The original 5.75x16 tyres are not available,
but Michelin 5.50x16 radials are a fine choice.
Taxi ones make the car look and [eel heavy.
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The Roadster isn't sporty but makes a marvellous tourer

OWNER'S VIEW
Bob Wyatt

“I've pwned this 1800 for 12 years and spant

| the [irst 10 restoring it explains retired railway

signal engineer Yyatl. "l used to see Roadsters
when | was at school in the 1950s and liked
them, so | bought this ane as a project. The car
had been inthe USA: the engine had been poorly
rebiilt there - It sucked water inand burnl Lhe
piston tops. You can take the floor out to work
onit, and it's sufficiently modern to not be too
unsophisticated. [t needed new B-posts, which
are dif ficult to get at - you have to lift the body
of f or cutit. | had the car retrimmed, the dash
re-veneered, the gearbox rebuilt and all the
chrome replated. ['ve spent years so
the misunderstood braking sysl
the correct-tension springs, il warks very v

The knowledge

WHAT TO PAY

Show/rebuilt £30,000
Average £18,000
Restoration £6000
PARTS PRICES

Chassis (used) £500-3000
Rebuilt engine 2000/1800 £2000/5000

Water pump (1800 full rebuild kit £232

Complete clutch £207
Steering box (recon exchange) £575
Front kingpin averhaul set £90
Brake master cylinder (exchange) £165
Radiator shell {used) c£350
Overrider {used) £81
CcLuUB

Triumph Roadster Club

05602 246250; www.triumphroadster.orguk

BODKS

Triumph Sport and Elegance Bill Piggott,
Haynes Triumph Cars The Complete Story
Graham Robson and Richard Langwarth, MRP
The Book of the Standard Motor Company
Graham Robson, Veloce

SPECIALISTS

Triumph Roadster Spares 01453 520062
Triumph Roadster Parts 01204 579599
West End Classics 01487 842085

Simon North Restoration 01269 870751
USA Triumph Connection 001 724 846 3063
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TIMELINE
1944 Standard Motor Company acquires
moribund Triurnph marque

1946 Mar Roadster launched alangside

the 1800 saloon

1946 Falding door-window frames replace:
by frames fixed to the glass
1948 Oct 2000 replaces
1800 (2500 made],

with three-speed all-
synchromesh gearbioy;
otherwise unchanged

1948 Production ends
1950 Oct TRX Roadster
launched at Paris and
London shows; only three
protolypes built

FACTFILE
Sold/number built | 946-49/4500
Construction tubular steel ladder-frame chassis,
wood/aluminium body, steel front wings

Engine all-iran, overhead-valve 1776/2088cc
“four, with Solex carburcttor

Max pewer 53bhp @ 4500rpri-68bhp @ 4200rpm
Max torque 52-108lb [t @ 2000rpm
Transmission four-speed manual with
=ynchromesh an top three on 1800, three-speed
all-synchra on 2000, driving rear wheels
Suspension;: front independent, by transverse
leal spring, upper wishbones rear live axle, semi-
elliptic springs, anti-roll bar: lever-arm dampers fifr
Steering Marles cam and roller,

3.4 turns lock-lock

Brakes 10x1':in hydraulic drums

Length 14ft ':in (41280mm)

Width 5ft 4in (L625mm)

Haight 4f1 8in (L422mm)

Wheelbase 8ft 4in (2540mm)

Weight 2541/25341b{1155/1157kg}

0-60mph 30.6-279 secs

Top speed 75-//mph

Mpg 20-25

Price new £991 [1949)

INSURANCE

£125, based on a 30-year-old London-hased
driver with full no-claims bonus and a clean
licence on a 1947 1800 as a secand car, agreed
value £18,000, garaged uvernight, 5000 limited
mileage. Richardson Hosken: 01277 206911,

THE ALTERNATIVES
AUSTIN A30

i ATLANTIC

Leonard Lord thought

rounded styling, bright

hues and a puwer top

would sell inthe US, but it was a flop. Faster than
Triumph and cheaper new, but many have rusted.
Sold/no built 1348-52/7981 Mpg 20 25
0-60mph 156.6 secs Top speed S1mph

Price new £825 [power roof, 48] Now £25,000

E SUNBEAM-TALBOT
| 90DHC
* Sluggish at first, the

.. " with [FS and 2.3-litre
pushrad pawer. Stylish and practical, the roomy
two-daor dhe was rot-prane and few survive.
Sold/no built 1948-55/22 631 (all) Mpg 20-25
0-60mph 20.2 sces Top speed 85mph
Price new £1055 (1549) Price now £20,000
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. 90 found ils formin'50

One to buy £29,500

Year of registration 1950 Recorded mileage

| £.287 Vendor Triumph Roadster Spares, Glos; tel:
01453 520062 Fer Settling-in restored condition
Against Small clunks from front suspension

This 2000 has been in the hands of one owner

¢ for 30 vears, who rebuilt the car after buying itat

anetion in 1981, Tt had been stored since '65, and
was painted about 15 vears ago. The mileage is
likely since it was returned to the road in 1983.
The body is very straight, with doors that shut
well - the ash sill sections were replaced 30 vears
ago but the rest of the frame was sound, as was
the aluminium skin. The paint is mostly good,
with a couple of runs on the honnet sides and a
hint of bubbling by the hood at the back. All the
chrome was redone during the rebuild and is still
excellent. It has three Goodyear (10s and one
newer Michelin taxi tyre, all with lots of tread.
Tnside, the leather is taking on a little patina,
but the dicky seats are practically unused. The
dash timber was refinished and is splendid, plus
the hood still looks new, on a chromed frame.
The motor isn't quite so smart, butits oil and
fluids are the right colours and to correct levels.
Tt fires instantly, and the car drives well, with
fluid stecring and strong synchros on the light
column shift, It has a Vanguard overdrive, which
works perfectly on second and top and adds to
the refinement. The rideis very smooth and well
cushioned, though there are minor knocks from
the front end when manoeuvring, plus the brakes
are firm. Oil pressure is 60psi running and cool-
ant is stendy at 75°C. This charming, solid car

comes with a photo record of the restaration.

-

Our verdict

Attractive, characterful and practical to usc if
properly rebuilt and maintained, the Roadster
has a dedicated band of followers who rarely
part with their cars. Find a good one, with a
sound frame, plus well-maintained engine and
running gear, and cherish it. Prices have moved
little in recent years and are surely due to rise —
especially if Bergerac returns... 58"

FOR

« Dramatically different looks

» Pre-war character wilh post-war practicality
« Usable parformance and brakes

» Five-seater convertible sporting car
AGAINST

= Many componenls - including the troublesome
brakes — are shared by few other cars

+ Leisurely cruiser rather than a sports model

* Dicky seats impractical inrain




